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II 1997, amwd with (! tmdcgr01mci in sales and ,WI 
interest ill health eliTe, Vincent and Lawrpnce 
Ik nenat.i started 1a~l Coast Orthotic and Pro:;thelic: 

Corp. in a small offir.e in Ehnollt. Along \\ith jll~t four 
cmploYf'es, t.he two Ullilt up the company slowly. Less 
than seven yean; later, the b1lsiness has grown LO a new 
locatioll ill '\fincola anri now bOW:its a staff of nearly 40 
pl'Opic. ~Thml1gh word of HlouLh ," said CEO VillcclIl 
Renenati, "we've goLten bigger and biggcr.~ 

Villcent (left) and L a rrll Belle fluti 'lj cliell ts rU1Ige 
f rom i/lfuillS tu injllred atlllefes to the e lder ly. 

Today, East Coast serves paUcnt" in hospitll1s 
across the .\iCLfopolitan New York area, induding 
GollUlIhia rrpsbyteriall , Children's Hospital of New York, 
Wfl.~rchester ,\ledical Cf'nteT, Rrookdale Medical Crml.rr 
;lJId :--lew York iJniversity H~pital. On a typic-al (lay, 
Vincent Rpnenati , who is a eenjfierl orthot ist, sees 
pat.iPnts with 1I variety of ncrd!'\, from ch.ih..lreH who ncrd 

w be fiUed for bnu"ps to correcL scoliosis t.o amputees 
wll(l are getting a second chance at a full lire with a pros­

thetic limb. Ami t his cert<linly isn"! a nine-to-five jou; 
East Coast is OlL (;ail 24 h(l\!r~ a oay, sevelL days a wCf!k. 
Ortell, area hospitals will call East Coast when 
trauma patjpnt.<; are lJroughL in who simply cannot waiL 
until regular busincss hours to he fi tted [or the orthotic 
or prosthetic de\-icr. 
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According to Hencmlu. the nm.iorit~' (Jf the wurk 
done by East Coa5l. i~ (lrthotic-related. ]Jow!'vrr, ~incp 
t.he cost oj" produd.ll.'! a prosthf'tic is far more thalt thai 
uf all or lhol.il', pp)"rE'l1wge-wise, the disparity in the 
amOlmt. of S<l les l>elwcell the two is small aWlll 4U 
percent of Eru;t Const"s hl1~ilH'.';S is pro:;thctic-rel:ltC'd, 
while 60 percent. is rf'l;ued to orthotics. 

Onp of The things that hn.'! certainly giv""11 
EaST Coa:;t iUI eogf' in the orthotk/pro:;thcU<, markf'T. 

has been tile cOlllpallY's adoption of the tedutology 
<lvaiJablc 1.0 thf' orthotidprosthetic cnmll1\Jnity. 
Acrorrling to ~elll'IUlti. East Coast is one ur the only 
orthotidprosthetic provirtf'rs in the New York arra t.o 

have a full-spr'lkf' , computer-aided deswllromptller­
aided manufacturing system. In fact, East. CO;1St W;IS the 
se<:ond facility ill the !lllll.prJ ST.nes 10 pLU"Chasc a Medico 

Carver - a full,} -automated CA~I system TO proliucc 
orthotics and pro~l.hf'ses. III wJdiLioll, En.'it CoaST. lIses 
the 1'rarprCAI) ~ys\.l'l\l - a port.ahlf', plaster-free urthot­
ic and prosthetic CAD ~'ystP1l1 that <lllow~ the orthotist. 
La trace thl' body anel make all clinical morJifirat.imls 
direCTly on the p<ltienL 

Traditlollaily, whrn a patif'n\ require~ ;m unholjr 
device, lllP orthotist must firstuUlke a rasi. of the part of 
the wdy that \\illllSf' the device. Theil, thcn' is:l wait­
ing ppriod \\ hile the ... ·ast dIi!'s - \\·hirh usually takes 
about l2 homs. Only thrll ran the PI"OCt'~~ of m,UlllfaC'­
tw-i1tg the on hori!' elf'vice begill. To add Lo this, thf'ff' is 
USllally a pf'l"io(\ Or rUlI:'-LW1Utg - making Sllrf' rhe <levict' 
fits the p'l.tiellt exacily. With t.hf' l'racerCAU ~y~tt'll\ , Ule 
()rU\OtL~t or pTO~nlE'tist can u~e a dcvi(:c shllppd like (l 

wand illtd SCilll th(' booy part. that needs to bc nUeo. 
Then, llsing the ~le<lico CA..\l ~yslcm, a foam mold call 
be carved ill le~~ limn I:") minllT.ps. ReneHali ~a~·li a job 
that USt'<i to takp liP to 10 hours emI IlO\\·lakc onl.\" two 

o r thrPP. AmI the ;tceul1lcy provided by t.hE' CAf)/CA:'-1 
syst.em is most often unparallplerl; r.lw \\ledicu CAM sys­

telll carves "if hin III 000 of nn iudl accuracy. 
With its lIl'ilrly iO.OOO-Sf1wup-fOOL st<1te-of-the-mt 

fac ili ty in fl.linp()la , Renelwfi says that I.h(' (:omp:my is 

looking to lIIakl' il.s mark on II nplV territor!' - LOll.'! 
IshuuJ. TIle company'~ 11f'\\ localiun - which is fllrthpr 
cast. than it's PVf'r beell - is defmitcly a fa(:tor in tllis 
goal. ··We're dt'finitt'ly looking t.o pxpalld,~ l~ellel1;1li 

SHy:;. ~We·re ready:' ~ 

By Erica Iacono 
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